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Six weeks ago, the Jeff Awards began further exploring how it can best support the Non-Equity 
theater community while remaining steadfast in its mission to celebrate artistic excellence. Since 
that time, the committee has held six working group meetings, surveyed 75 Non-Equity theaters 
eligible for awards consideration, and invited dozens of companies to meet one-on-one. 
Additionally, the committee has completed over 100 hours of preliminary research regarding the 
practices of regional, national and global awards’ agencies and theater service organizations.  

The Jeff Awards is an all-volunteer, independent not for profit organization whose mission is to 
recognize artistic and technical excellence on stage. While it is not our role to directly monitor or 
supervise operations behind the scenes at theaters, we do want to honor the community’s input 
and ensure that our future policies and procedures reflect a thoughtful evolution. Achieving that 
goal takes time, and we must prioritize the quality of this work over the speed of its delivery. It 
has become clear that the depth of the conversations required—and the weight of the feedback 
we have received—requires more time than our initial estimate of July 1. 

Non-Equity Wing Hiatus 

As a result, the Jeff Awards has made the difficult decision to pause all awards consideration 
of Non-Equity productions opening on or after June 1, 2026. This is not a decision we take 
lightly, but it is a necessary one that will allow our committee to continue advancing the following 
priorities: 

●​ Expanding Communication: Strengthen our connection with awards-eligible Chicago 
theaters and theater service organizations in order to better understand the needs and 
concerns of the Chicago theater community. 

●​ Considering Our Non-Equity Framework: Ensure that any potential changes to our 
policies and procedures are vetted carefully, informed through eligible theater company 
input, and consistent with our mission. 

●​ Strengthening Advocacy: Support collaborative dialogue within the Chicago theater 
community in seeking safe professional work environments. 

 



 

The Future of Non-Equity Jeff Awards 

We recognize that a hiatus in judging Non-Equity theaters impacts the artists and companies 
currently producing vital Non-Equity work, including those that have already been adjudicated in 
2026. However, we believe that continuing under the current structure while we actively review 
and refine our practices would be a disservice to the theaters we serve and the mission of the 
Jeff Awards. Non-Equity companies that have received a Jeff Awards Recommendation in 2026 
will continue to be listed on our website and are eligible to be celebrated in the future, with more 
details to come in our final report. 

Our commitment to Chicago’s Non-Equity theater community remains steadfast. We are 
listening, we are learning, and we are dedicated to adapting in a way that earns the continued 
trust of theater makers. We are also encouraged that others within the local Non-Equity theater 
industry are having conversations to explore solutions to pressing concerns of artists and we 
look forward to being part of those discussions.  

We will provide an update when this next stage of our work is completed. 

 
 

 

 


	Non-Equity Wing Update 
	Non-Equity Wing Hiatus 
	The Future of Non-Equity Jeff Awards 


